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Note: 2
✅ Why do some 2-syllable adjectives use more/most instead of -er/-est?
Because English follows patterns, not only syllable rules.
Let’s break it down:

🔍 1. “Honest”
· Syllables: 2 (hon-est)
· Type of adjective: Does not end in -y, -le, or -ow.
· These kinds of 2-syllable adjectives usually use more/most.
👉 That’s why we say:
· more honest
· most honest




[bookmark: _GoBack]
🔍 2. “Gentle”
· Syllables: 2 (gen-tle)
· Ends in -le, and many -le adjectives form comparative and superlative with -er / -est.
👉 So we say:
· gentler
· gentlest
(This pattern is similar to simple → simpler → simplest.)

🔍 3. “Narrow”
· Syllables: 2 (nar-row)
· Ends in -ow, and many -ow adjectives also take -er / -est.
👉 So we say:
· narrower
· narrowest
(Like shallow → shallower, yellow → yellower.)
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Two-syllable Adjectives

Two-syllable adjectives follow the same rule as one-syllable adjectives — adding an -
er to the end of the word — but only if the word ends iny. For example, happy
becomes happier and lovely becomes lovelier.

However, if the word does not end in a y add either more or less in front of it. So
pleasant would be more pleasant and peaceful would be less pleasant. This rule also
applies to adjectives that have three or more syllables.

It's important to note that the methods for two-syllable comparative adjectives
cannot be used simultaneously. For example, you should not say “/ am more
happier than him.”Instead, say “/ am happier than him.”
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v Summary Chart

Adjective

gentle

Syllables

2

Rule

Endsin -le — +erfest

Ends i -ow — ser/est

Not suitable for -er/est

Comparative

gentler

‘more honest

Superlative

gentlest

most honest




