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Successful inventions 
 Word List and Definitions
1. Stock ticker – a machine that sent information about stock prices over wires so people could know them immediately.
2. Runner – a person who carried messages or information quickly from one place to another, especially between offices.
3. Instantly – immediately; happening very quickly without delay.
4. In contrast – used to show the difference between two things or situations.
5. Phonograph – a machine that could record and play back sound; an early version of a record player.
6. Generate – to produce or create something, especially energy or electricity.
7. Network – a system of connected lines, wires, or people that share information or power.
8. Investor – a person who gives money to a business hoping to earn a profit later.
9. Incandescent – producing light when heated; related to the type of light bulb Edison invented.
10. Quest – a long and difficult search for something important.
📖 Reading Comprehension: Successful inventions  (Excerpt)
Read the text carefully, then choose the correct answer for each question.

1. What was Edison’s second invention?
A. The phonograph                                                                 B. The stock ticker
C. The telephone                                                                     D. The light bulb

2. Why did Edison invent the stock ticker?
A. To entertain people                                                            B. To make stock prices known faster
C. To record voices                                                                D. To send personal messages
3. Before the stock ticker, who carried stock prices to offices?
A. Reporters                                                                            B. Runners
C. Investors                                                                             D. Secretaries

4. What did Edison improve that was originally invented by Alexander Graham Bell?
A. The radio                                                                          B. The phonograph
C. The telephone                                                                    D. The telegraph

5. What industry began because of the phonograph?

A. Telephone industry                                                          B. Film industry
C. Recording industry                                                           D. Lighting industry
6. What made Edison famous all around the world?
A. The phonograph                                                              B. The electric light bulb
C. The stock ticker                                                               D. The telephone
7. Edison imagined a future where electricity would be:

A. Used only in factories                                                     B. Stored in batteries
C. Sent across cities through wires                                      D. Only for rich people
8. What did Edison need investors for?

A. To build a central power station                                      B. To write about his inventions
C. To improve the telegraph                                                D. To sell his phonograph.

9. How many theories did Edison and his team test for the light bulb?
A. 30                                                                                    B. 300
C. 3,000                                                                               D. 30,000

10. The word “quest” in the text means:

A. An easy task                                                                    B. A short break
C. A long search for something                                           D. A scientific mistake

Answers
1. B
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. C
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