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Water scarcity 
Article 1 : What it means
Water scarcity means there isn’t enough fresh, clean water for people (and animals!) to drink, cook with, wash with or grow food with. 

Even though the Earth is about 70 % covered in water, nearly all of that is salty or frozen, and less than 1 % is easily usable fresh water. 
Why we should care
· People need water every day for basic things like brushing teeth, cooking and washing.
· When water is scarce, some children may not have clean water close by, or their families may have to walk far. 
· Nature also needs water: plants, animals, rivers, wetlands all depend on fresh water. When water is over-used, nature suffers. 
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Article 2: Why Does Water Scarcity Happen?
Main causes
· Too many people and too much water use: As population grows, we use more water for homes, farms and factories. 
· Climate changes &- drought: Some places have less rain, rivers dry up, wells become empty. 
· Poor water systems and pollution: Even where water exists, sometimes we don’t have the pipes, pumps or clean water to use it. 
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Article 4: What Happens When There Isn’t Enough Water?
What can go wrong
· Crops fail: Farmers can’t grow enough food because plants need water.
· Animals suffer: Wildlife and farm animals also need fresh water to survive.
· Health risks: Without clean water and good sanitation, illnesses spread. 
· Ecosystems shrink: Rivers, lakes and wetlands shrink or disappear, which hurts nature. 
· Conflicts over water: When water is very limited, arguments or competition for it increase. 
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Article 5: How Can We Help Save Water?
Small things that make a big difference
· Turn off the tap while brushing your teeth. That alone can save lots of water. 
· Fix leaks and drips — even small drips add up over time.
· Use less water when washing dishes, clothes, or taking showers.
· Collect rainwater (if your school or home can) to water plants or clean.
· Spread the word: share with your family or classmates how to use water wisely.
Why this matters
Because fresh, clean water is limited, the more we waste, the less there is for others — now and in the future. By acting responsibly, we help people, animals and our planet.
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Article 6: Big Ideas & Future Hope

Looking ahead
There are many things people around the world are doing to help with water scarcity:
· Building better water systems and pipes so clean water can reach more homes. 
· Protecting nature: wetlands, rivers and forests help hold and clean water. 
· Teaching everyone — including kids — how to use water wisely and fairly.
· Using new ideas and technologies (like clean pumps, rainwater harvesting) to help where water is scarce.
Your role
Even though the problem is big, you as a Grade 4 student have power: to learn, to share, to act. You can help others understand water’s value and help your community.



