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Grade 8 (      ) National            
Name: ______________            “Five New Words At a Time” Exam Revision 
              


Read the story carefully, then answer the questions that follow.
My family came to America in 1985. No one spoke a word of English. In school, I was in an English as a Second Language class with other foreign-born children. My class was so overcrowded that it was impossible for the teacher to teach English properly. I dreaded going to school each morning because of the fear of not understanding what people were saying and the fear of being laughed at. At that time, my mother, Tai-Chih, worked part time in a Chinese restaurant from late afternoon till late in the night. It was her unfamiliarity with the English language that forced her to work in a Chinese-speaking environment.
So it was not surprising that very soon my mother noticed something was troubling me. When I said nothing was wrong, my mother answered, “You are my daughter. When something is bothering you, I feel it too.” The pain and care in her moon-shaped eyes made me burst into the tears I had held back for so long. I explained to her the fear I had of going to school. “Learning English is not impossible,” my mother said.
She cheerfully suggested that the two of us work together to learn the language at home with books. The confidence and determination my mother had were admirable because English was as new to her as it was to me. My mother and I immediately began reading together and memorizing five new words a day. My mother with her encouraging attitude made the routine fun and interesting. The fact that she was sacrificing her resting time before going to work so that I could learn English made me see the strength she possessed.
Very soon, I began to comprehend what everyone was saying and people could understand me. The person solely responsible for my accomplishment and happiness was my mother. The reading also helped my mother learn English so that she was able to pass the postal entrance exam.

1. What did Yu-Lan’s mother work in a Chinese restaurant?
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did Yu Lan dread going to school each morning?
________________________________________________________________________________
3. How did the mother find out that her daughter was upset?
________________________________________________________________________________

4. What solution did Tai-Chih suggest to help her daughter learn English?
________________________________________________________________________________

5. Was Tai-Chih a good mother? Explain.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How did learning five new words a day change the narrator’s life?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Change the following sentence from first person to third person: “The confidence and determination my mother had were admirable because English was new to her.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. True or False:

   a) The mother worked long hours but still helped her daughter study._____________
   b) The narrator believed her success came only from her own effort._______________
   c) The mother and daughter both improved their English together.______________

9. Critical Thinking: Do you think reading daily can improve language and vocabulary? Explain briefly.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the words:
Exhausted , approach, responses, neglects, gratitude, fray fatigue 
1. After walking all day, we felt deep __________ and needed a break.
2. The teacher’s calm __________ made students feel welcome.
3. The old carpet began to __________ after years of use.
4. The doctor gave quick __________ to all the patient’s concerns.
5. She expressed her __________ by writing a thank-you letter.
6. A good leader never __________ the opinions of others.
7. The mountain climbers were completely __________ after their long hike.

B. Choose the correct answer:
1. The teacher expressed her __________ for the student’s creativity.
a) admire  b) admirable  c) admiration  d) admiring
2. Peter feels very __________ when speaking in front of a large audience.
a) confident  b) confidence  c) confidently  d) confide
3. She tried to __________ to the question as clearly as possible.
a) responsive  b) response  c) responding  d) respond
4. The word “fatigue” is closest in meaning to:
a) tiredness  b) energy  c) excitement  d) comfort

5. The rope began to __________ after being used for so long.
a) fray  b) freeze  c) frame  d) free
6. The manager showed her __________ by thanking her team after the project.
a) grateful  b) gratitude  c) gratefully  d) gratify
7. A teacher should never __________ a student’s question.
a) neglect  b) neglectful  c) neglecting  d) neglected
8. His friendly __________ made everyone feel comfortable.
a) aura  b) air  c) wind  d) wave





Grammar

A. Change to Passive Voice:
1. she is preparing her lunch box right now.
________________________________________________________________________________

2. That University doesn’t  teach gymnastic..
________________________________________________________________________________

3. The students are writing the report. 
________________________________________________________________________________

4. Someone cleans this room every day.
________________________________________________________________________________

B. Complete with the correct form of the verb in brackets:
1. Assignments  _____________________________________ (do) by the students all the time.
2. The online order ______________________________ (not/deliver) yet.
3. Listen ! The house  __________________ (clean) at the moment.
4. Students _______________ always ______________________ (support) by their teachers.
C. Choose the best answer:

1. The projects __________ by the students  as we speak.
a) is completed  b) is being completed  c) are being completed  d) has been completed


2. All exams __________ already_______________ 
a) have printed  b) has been printed  c) have been printed   d) are being printed





















Answers 

Answer Key
Reading Comprehension
1. Because of her unfamiliarity with the English language that forced her to work in a Chinese-speaking environment.
2. Because of the fear of not understanding what people were saying and the fear of being laughed at.
3. She noticed something was troubling her daughter because she said "When something is bothering you, I feel it too."
4. She suggested that the two of them work together to learn the language at home with books and memorize five new words a day.
5. Yes, she was a good mother. She worked long hours but still woke up early to cook breakfast, sacrificed her resting time to help her daughter learn English, and was encouraging and supportive.
6. It helped the Yu-lan comprehend what everyone was saying and people could understand her. It changed her life by giving her confidence and language skills.
7. "The confidence and determination her mother had were admirable because English was new to her."
8. a) True     b) False       c) True
9. Yes, reading daily can improve language and vocabulary because it exposes you to new words, sentence structures, and helps with comprehension skills through practice.
Fill in the Blanks
1. fatigue
2. approach
3. fray
4. responses
5. gratitude
6. neglects
7. exhausted
Multiple Choice
1. c) admiration
2. a) confident
3. d) respond
4. a) tiredness
5. a) fray
6. b) gratitude
7. a) neglect
8. a) aura
Grammar
A. Change to Passive Voice:
1. Her lunch box is being prepared by her right now.
2. Gymnastic is not taught by that University.
3. The report is being written by the students.
4. This room is cleaned every day.
B. Complete with correct verb form:
1. are done
2. has not been delivered
3. is being cleaned
4. are always supported
C. Choose the best answer:
1. c) are being completed
2. c) have been printed
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