Who? Victor Ochoa
What? Electric Brake
When? 1907   
 Mexican inventor Victor Ochoa patented the electric brake in 1907. This device uses magnetic attraction to make it easier for trains to slow down and stop. Later the same year, he received another patent for an improved version of the brake, which would soon be used in streetcars traveling through many cities. Ochoa also invented a clip to hold pens and pencils in a pocket and a small airplane with wings that could fold down for easy storage.
1. What did Victor Ochoa invent that uses magnetic attraction to help trains slow down and stop?
2. What does the pronoun "he" refer to in the sentence "Later the same year, he received another patent for an improved version of the brake"?
3. Guess the meaning of the word "device" in the context of the paragraph.

Answers:
1. Victor Ochoa invented the electric brake.
2. The pronoun "he" refers to Victor Ochoa.
3. In this context, "device" means a piece of equipment or a machine designed to do a specific task.

*************************************************************
Who? Gideon Sundback
What? Modern Zipper
When? 1913
Like many inventors, Gideon Sundback came up with his most famous invention by improving earlier inventions. Earlier inventors, like Elias Howe and Whitcomb Judson, had created zipper-like closures. But they had some big problems. These early devices opened too easily. Sundback added more teeth to create something that looked a lot like the zippers we use today. His first closures were only used in boots and some pouches. But soon, they were used for everything from clothing to luggage. However, Sundback didn’t invent the name zipper. That word was used ten years later in 1923 by B.F. Goodrich.
1. Who improved earlier inventions to create the modern zipper?

2. What problem did earlier zipper-like closures have that Gideon Sundback addressed?

3. When did B.F. Goodrich use the word "zipper" for the first time?

4. Find and quote the sentence that explains how Gideon Sundback improved the zipper-like closures.


Answers:
1. Gideon Sundback improved earlier inventions to create the modern zipper.
2. Earlier zipper-like closures opened too easily, which Gideon Sundback addressed by adding more teeth.
3. B.F. Goodrich used the word "zipper" for the first time in 1923.
4. "Sundback added more teeth to create something that looked a lot like the zippers we use today."
******************************************************************
Who? Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena
What? Color Television
When? 1942
When he was just 17 years old, Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena changed the world by building the first color television, using parts he had found in flea markets. In 1942, he received a patent for his invention. Four years later, he made the first color broadcast from an office building in Mexico City. Soon, this new technology would bring bright colors to screens around the world.
1. Who is the inventor mentioned in the paragraph?
2. What was the invention created by this person?
3. What is the function of this invention?
4. Find the word in the paragraph that refers to a legal right given to an inventor for their invention.


Answer Key:
1. Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena
2. Color Television
3. The function of the color television is to display images in color, bringing bright colors to screens.
4. The word "patent" means a legal right granted to an inventor that protects their invention from being made, used, or sold by others without permission.
*************************************************************************
Who? Laszlo Biro
What? Ballpoint Pen
When? 1944
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, people used fountain pens, which had to be filled with wet, messy ink. Laszlo Biro came up with a new design that was much easier to use. He replaced the point of a fountain pen with a tiny ball. His new pen used quick-drying ink and could write for months without being refilled.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions:
1. Paraphrase the following sentence:
· "Laszlo Biro came up with a new design that was much easier to use."
2. Find the synonym and antonym for the word "refilled" as used in the sentence:
· "His new pen used quick-drying ink and could write for months without being refilled."

Answer Key:
1. Paraphrased Sentence:
· Laszlo Biro invented a new model that was much simpler to operate.
2. Synonym and Antonym:
· Synonym for "refilled": replenished
· Antonym for "refilled": emptied
****************************************************************
Who? Momofuku Ando
What? Instant Noodles
When? 1958
Momofuku Ando realized that food shortages were a serious problem after World War II. He also saw that people in Japan were willing to wait in long lines for fresh noodles. These observations inspired him to invent instant noodles. The tasty noodles and broth are made by just adding hot water to a dry mix.
1. Justify: Why did Momofuku Ando decide to invent instant noodles?
2. True or False: Momofuku Ando invented instant noodles in 1958.
3. True or False: Instant noodles are made by adding cold water to a dry mix.

Answers:
1. Momofuku Ando decided to invent instant noodles because he realized that food shortages were a serious problem after World War II and noticed that people in Japan were willing to wait in long lines for fresh noodles. This inspired him to create a more convenient food solution.
2. True
3. False


