Subject-Verb Agreement: (Simple Present)
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Rules of Agreement in Simple Sentences
Rule 1: Subject and verb must agree in number
o Meaning: A singular subject nceds a singular verb, and a plural subject needs a plural
verb.
o Example:
© ¥ The dog runs fast.
© X The dog run fast.
o Tip: If the subject is singular, add -s to the verb in the present tense.
Tip:

* Most verbs — add -s
« Verbs ending in -ch, -sh, -x, -5, -z — add -es

« Verbs ending in a consonant + y — change y — ies

Rule 2: Ignore prepositional phrases when choosing the verb
o Meaning: Sometimes extra words come between the subject and the verb. Don’t let them
confuse you. Only the main subject decides the verb form.
o Example:
o ¢ The pots of rice were on the stove.
o X The pots of rice was on the stove.
 Tip: Look at the main subject (pots) and match the verb to it, not to the words in the
phrase (of rice).




