
Ancient Civilizations Vocabulary 
Vocabulary Definition Part of Speech Example Sentence 

archaeologist A person who 

studies the past by 

digging up old 

things. 

Noun The archaeologist 

found an old pot in 

the ground. 

clues Small signs or things 

that help us find an 

answer. 

Noun (plural) The broken wall 

gave clues about the 

old building. 

disappeared Gone; not seen 

anymore. 

Verb (past tense) The city 

disappeared after 

the big flood. 

sacred Very special or holy. Adjective The temple was a 

sacred place for the 

people. 

architecture The way buildings 

are planned and 

built. 

Noun The architecture of 

the pyramid is 

amazing. 

evidence Proof that shows 

something is true. 

Noun The stone tools 

were evidence of 

how people lived. 

motive A reason for doing 

something. 

Noun The archaeologist’s 

motive was to learn 

about history. 

artifacts Old objects made by 

people long ago. 

Noun (plural) We saw artifacts 

like jewelry and 

tools in the 

museum. 

 


